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Multiple area school districts, including one in Sandusky, have established — or are in the 
middle of establishing — evangelical Christian-based instruction for students during the 


school day. 


Several area school districts — namely Perkins Schools, Margaretta Schools, Edison 
Schools and Norwalk Schools — have already given approval for the nonprofit LifeWise 
Academy to establish out-of-school instruction for public school students whose parents 


enroll them in the program. 


According to data from LifeWise, Huron Schools has also given approval to LifeWise 


Academy, but enrollment has not yet begun. 


Efforts to gain approval for academies are also underway in Sandusky Schools, Bellevue 


Schools, Port Clinton Schools, Clyde-Green Springs Schools and Monroeville Schools. 
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Efforts elsewhere 


Tiffin Schools is one of thousands of school districts across the state and nation to be 


asked to consider establishing a LifeWise Academy. 


During a recent board of education meeting, Dr. Andrew Gase, a Tiffin-area family medicine 
specialist and former board of education member, spoke during the public comment 


portion. 


He asked the board members to “facilitate and to support any possible upcoming 


proposal for LifeWise Academy.” 


Gase said the academy was founded by a former Ohio State football player, Joel Penton, 


to “allow for Bible-based education for school children during school hours.” 


He cited a 1952 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that makes such programs constitutional if it 


follows three criteria: 

* That the program is free. 

e Participants have parental consent. 
° It is hosted off-campus. 


The Bible "is arguably the most important piece of literature in the history of the world,” he 
said as he discussed the benefits of the program. “Probably the most read collection of 
books in the history of the world and probably done more for literacy, which is a passion of 


mine.” 


The school board did not make any comment regarding Gase’s request. 


House Bill 445 


Countless school districts in the state will likely face similar requests if House Bill 445, a 
proposal that would require school districts to excuse students from school to receive 


religious education passes. 


Authored by state Rep. Gary Click, R-Vickery, the bill “would require all school boards to 


adant naliaiana far lattina atuAanta attand raliaiaruian alanana " 
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Local expansion 
LifeWise's presence within Perkins Schools recently expanded. 


The academy will now offer classes to sixth graders at Briar Middle School, according to a 
news release from LifeWise. Previously, it had offered classes to district students in 


kindergarten through fifth grade. 


“Thanks to our supportive community, we are expanding LifeWise classes to sixth-grade 
students,” said Matthew Wilson, LifeWise Perkins Director. “The community has rallied 
behind our efforts in fundraising, recruiting volunteers, providing transportation and 
screening qualified teachers. We are excited about our current fifth graders moving up to a 


new school and LifeWise curriculum.” 


The release said the academy's instruction occurs on one day per week and "Students 
learn the Bible chronologically, with each lesson relating a Bible passage to a relevant 
character trait that the students are encouraged to practice in their families and 


communities." 


Academy criticized 


Tiffin-area activist and parent Keith Comer created a website, respectpublicschools.com, 
discussing issues with LifeWise Academy and has compiled a map of North America with 
pinpoints for locations that have activity involving LifeWise Academy, using the academy’s 


website. 


According to data compiled by Comer, the Hilliard, Ohio-based LifeWise has left a big 
footprint in the Buckeye State since its founding in 2018. 


It has 416 participating schools across the U.S. with 353 of them in Ohio. 


Supporters of LifeWise Academy claim great success, according to its website, but others 


are critical. 


There are plenty of issues with the academy, according to the group Parents Against 
LifeWise. The deficiencies, according to them, include organization substandard teacher 


requirements and certifications; inexperienced teachers and a lack of background checks. 
Steps to create an academy 


LifeWise listed out the steps it employs to get approval to work within a new school 


district: 


* Step 1: Collect 50 signatures 


* Step 4: Form a steering committee 
* Step 5: Draft a plan 

* Step 6: Obtain school approval 

° Step 7: Recruit your team 

° Step 8: Train your team 

* Step 9: Execute the plan 

* Step 10: Launched 


Source: LifeWise Academy 


Whos participating 


Local Ohio public school districts with LifeWise classes, or districts where efforts to gain 


LifeWise approval are pending, include: 

e Arcadia Local Schools: Step 1 

* Bellevue Schools: Step 5 

e Clyde-Green Springs Exempted Village: Step 6 
* Danbury Schools: Step 1 

* Edison Schools: Step 10 

* Fostoria Schools: Step 6 

+ Fremont Schools: Step 10 

e Gibsonburg Exempted Village Schools: Step 6 
e Hopewell-Loudon Local Schools: Step 1 

e Huron Schools: Step 8 

e Lakota Local Schools: Step 6 

* Liberty-Benton Local Schools: Step 10 

* Mohawk Local Schools: Step 1 

e Monroeville Schools: Step 6 


* New London Schools: Step 10 
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e Perkins Schools: Step 10 

* Port Clinton Schools: Step 1 

* Sandusky Schools: Step 5 

* Seneca East Local Schools: Step 1 

* South Central Schools: Step 10 

+ Upper Sandusky Exempted Village Schools: Step 1 
e Willard Schools: Step 2 

e Western Reserve Schools: Step 10 

e Woodmore Local Schools: Step 4 

e Wynford Local Schools: Step 10 

e Van Buren Local Schools: Step 10 

e Vermilion Schools: Blocked by school district 


Source: Keith Comer, LifeWise 
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